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Greetings from Our Administration 
Lori Masterson, Principal 

Lisa Larkin, Assistant Principal 

       

  Surfside Elementary School Panther Paws 

          March 8, 2019 

March       April     

14th—Color Run      1st—Report Cards 
14th—PTO Meeting 3:00PM    4th—School Advisory Committee Meeting  
15th—Student Holiday - NO SCHOOL   7:30AM Media Center 
18th thru 22nd—SPRING BREAK   5th—Early Release 1:30PM 
              NO SCHOOL    11th—PTO Meeting 3:00PM 
25th—Kindergarten Registration Week  12th—Early Release 1:30PM 
25th—Returning Students Registration Week 16th—Book Bash (3rd-5th) 
 (Information will go home with students) 19th—Student Holiday NO SCHOOL 
29th—Early Release 1:30PM   26th—Early Release 1:30PM 
       26th—Twilight Run 
       27th—Backyard BBQ 11:00AM-3:00PM  

Dear Surfside Families, 

Spring is almost here!  Wishing you all a restful Spring Break.  As a reminder, Friday, March 
15th is a student holiday and March 18-22 is Spring Break.  The office will be closed. 

Earlier this week, you received a letter printed on green paper from me regarding the updat-
ed District Security Policy.  I have included another copy of it within this newsletter for your 
reference.  Thank you, in advance, for your flexibility and understanding in order to keep 
our children safe. 

The Color Run was a huge success!  Coach Lyons and I will publish the names of the stu-
dents who earned the most for each grade level and those students will be invited to “color” 
us in the coming weeks.  Thank you for supporting this fun fundraiser! 

Registration for the 2019-2020 school year will be coming home after spring break.  Please 
complete the packet entirely and return to Surfside by Friday, March 29th.  Parent input 
forms for next year will also be available in the front office the week of April 15-18th.   

Thank you for all you do for our school!  Please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions, 
concerns or ideas. 

Sincerely, 
Lori Masterson 
Principal 
 



        

Green Team Update 

Mrs. McMullen’s class just put duck eggs in their incubator, we should have baby 
ducks on campus at the end of March!  Other first and second grade classes will 
start incubating soon! 

The students in GSP engaged in active hands on learning about the Indian River 
Lagoon and brainstormed ways they can help, such as not littering, following the 
fertilizer ban, and composting.  Mr. Carlos and Mrs. Courtney from the County 
Storm Water Division taught the students using a watershed model, and they will 
be participating in the Day In The Life of the Lagoon student scientist program 
next fall.  Here at Surfside we help protect the Lagoon by using rain barrels, re-
cycling, picking up trash and using composted animal manure to fertilize fruit 
trees.  Together we can all make a difference. 

Rent a Chick is coming soon.  Contact Mrs. Erika to sign up. 

The 4H Club has been busy planting seeds, getting ready for the Backyard BBQ 
Plant and Chick sale.  So far we have planted peppers, tomatoes, cosmos and milk-
weed.  We gladly accept donations of plants to sell. 

If you want to be a part of our Green Team or have any questions please contact 
Mrs. Erika at maier.erika@brevardschools.org 

 

Surfside Panthers, 

It’s amazing it’s March already and Spring is soon upon us! Spring Break is just around the corner 
and I wish you all quality family time during the week off school! 

Just one month away and one week after we return from that fabulous week off, the 3rd graders 
will be taking their English/Language Arts FSA assessments on April 2nd and 3rd and 4th – 6th 
graders will be taking their Writing portion of this assessment on April 2nd.  It’s going to be a busy 
day! Several grade levels can expect to have an activity schedule time change for those days.  This 
is usually not disturbing to the children, other than their daily routine is altered slightly, yet it 
should not affect the lunch schedule.  By shifting the days schedule slightly, it allows for the chil-
dren taking these assessments to test when they are most alert and attentive.   

Thank you all in advance for your flexibility and support and for having your children well rested 
for these days.  Please be sure to arrive to school on time as we are not allowed to let a child enter 
a classroom once testing has begun and they will have to wait in the front office until their class is 
finished. 

Lisa Larkin 
Assistant Principal 

Exceptional Student Education 

Welcome to March! Thanks to everyone who came out for Publix Math night on March 5th. 
This is a great way for students to apply math concepts in a hands on real world environ-
ment. Lastly, we want to wish you all a happy and safe spring break! 
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                                 KINDERGARTEN 

Kindergarten goes into March celebrating Dr. Seuss’ 115th birthday. We are looking 
forward to Color Week beginning March 11th.  Spring Break marks the end of 3rd quar-
ter.  We will be learning about butterflies & bugs, leprechauns and spring.   Our stu-
dents continue to make great progress on their reading, math and writing skills. 

                                1ST GRADE  
Oh……the places we went this week on our Dr. Seuss adventure. Thank you for your support with our 
SEUSStastic activities . Don’t forget! March 14th is the Color Run. Make sure to send in permission forms and 
get pledges. 

Students are gearing up for the Quarterly Literary Assessment (QLA) next week. Make sure you are checking 
folders and reviewing classwork. Please try not to make appointments on scheduled testing dates (March 4th-
6th).  

Then…..spring is in the air and that brings about rain, rainbows and leprechaun stories and crafts. The classes 
will be looking out for those little green men! 

Be mindful! We will be heading into the 4th nine weeks this month. Expectations continue to increase, so it’s not 
time to put those flip flops on just yet! Keep up with the nightly reading and remember to check and empty 
folders. 

Our apologies for leaving out our Award Winners from the second nine weeks! A special congratulations goes 
out to the following students for their Academic or Character Achievement for the 2nd grading period. They 
are: 

  Academic Achievement:               Character Achievement: 

       Lainey Aikins  Perseverance 
   Ginger Balavac     Kesly Benowitz  Perseverance   
   Alessandra Burdick     Logan Cox  Cooperation 
   Isabella Couch     Luke Holcomb  Self-Discipline 
   Landon Kraus      Asa Jones  Self-Discipline 
   Ian Lacombe      Mackenzie Lorfink Cooperation 
   Korelai Olson      Zooey Myers  Kindness 
   Haley Owens      Elaina Nemes  Kindness 
   Austin Pallatt     Lila Palmer  Kindness  
   Jackson Perez     Blaine Roberts  Cooperation 
   Noelle Romeo      Adam Ricker  Perseverance 
   Harper Seal      Brooke Terry  Perseverance 
       Zachary Watzek Self-Discipline  
       Sammy Zipser  Cooperation 

2nd GRADE   

This month 2nd grade will be working to improve our reading and math skills.  

This is a great month to visit the Satellite Beach Library to look for chapter books to read before or on 
Spring Break. Fluency is something each student needs to practice. A fluent reader is able to compre-
hend passages of a text with ease. Fluency also helps build other reading skills.  

For math, our grade level will work on subtraction with regrouping. This is one of the hardest math con-
cepts for students at this time. It is great to have extra support at home with practice in math.  

Our teachers were recently trained on a social and emotional program called Harmony. Each class will 
start to involve “meet ups” or morning meetings for the rest of the year. These strategies take a few 
minutes each day and should help to build a more cohesive classroom.  

We hope to see you at the various events this month! Continue to check your child’s planner and blue 
folder for more information!    



        3rd GRADE 

Third grade is buckling down and focused on working hard!   

We are practicing all the reading comprehension strategies that we’ve learned so that we can rock 
the FSA reading test.  Third graders will be taking the reading portion of the test on April 2nd and 
3rd.  (The math portion is in May.)  Please be sure your child gets plenty of rest the night before 
and has a healthy breakfast!  We would also love some healthy class snacks for after the test.  Let 
us know if you are willing to send something in!   

Have a safe and happy Spring Break! 

                   4TH GRADE  

In March, fourth grade will be learning about rocks and minerals.   

We will also study Florida’s involvement in the American Revolution and the Seminole Wars.   

We will create Limericks for St. Patrick’s Day, and we will write, write, write to prepare for the 
Writing portion of the FSA in early April.  

We are reading about Greek myths and legends, and our next novel study will be Maniac Magee, by 
Jerry Spinelli. Students will discover the myth of Maniac Magee, as he changes the lives of a racially 
divided small town with his amazing and legendary feats. 

      5th GRADE 

Congratulations to the students who won best Valentines Day Box! Vander Malone – Manchur, Andrew 
Kaza – Malta, and Ani Vann – Dorricott! 
Thank you to all the parents for helping out with supplies for the party! 
 
FSA is fast approaching, be on the lookout for a SignUpGenius from the Class Moms about providing 
snacks for students after they have completed testing. 
FSA Testing dates are: ELA May 1st and 2nd; Math May 7th and 8th; Science May 9th and 10th. 
 
     

6th Grade 

Sixth graders have just finished reading A Wrinkle in Time.  Please remind your student to read 
at home for fifteen minutes daily; this will increase his or her reading skills, and make the Read-
ing Counts goal of 40 points easier to achieve. 

We will be up finishing up our unit on geometry in math.  Unit 3 Khan Academy assignments are 
due March 13th.  In Social Studies, we will finish our studies on Ashoka, and continue on to An-
cient China. 

In science, sixth graders are beginning a life science unit.  They will be learning about cells, cell 
theory and classification of living things.  In the next week, they will begin working on an individu-
al cell model project. 

Look out for DeLaura registration forms – they will coming home with your child the first week of 
March, and are due back before March 13th. 



               Surfrider Club 

Scientists estimate that there are 7.5 million plastic 
straws polluting U.S. shorelines, and anywhere between 
437 million to 8.3 billion straws polluting shorelines 
around the world. We want to change this!  We have set 
a goal for local restaurants to eliminate the use of plas-
tic straws by 2021.  This is where we need your help!  
The change must start with the consumers!  When you 
go out to eat at restaurants, make it known that you do 
not need a straw.  Restaurants and servers are in the 
habit of bringing you straws.  When you order, let them 
know respectfully that your table can do without straws.  
We have reached out to several local restaurants about 
changing their plastic to paper straws but have been in-
formed that the cost is too much and that this would 
increase food prices.  We need to change our habits as 
consumers while changing what restaurants provide and 
how much waste is produced.  Please vow to say no to 
plastic straws! 

Thank you! 
Fifth Grade Surfrider Club 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

     
                   ART:  

The Southern Division Elementary Art 
and Science Fair will have an open house 
on Wednesday, March 13th from 3:00-
6:30 p.m. at the Melbourne Auditori-
um.  The art awards ceremony will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. You can view some art and 
science fair projects during the open 
house, so I hope you can join us!  

Students are working on the following 
projects: 5th  & 6th grade- printing with 
styrofoam, 4th grade- flamingo/manatee 
watercolors/mixed media, 3rd grade- 
dolphin watercolor with salt, 2nd grade- 
Paul Klee shape/neon oil pastel castles, 
1st grade- mad scientist watercolor 
beakers with chalk pastel bubble back-
ground, kindergarten- Elmer & pigeon 
pictures. 

Kelley Ward  
Art Teacher 
 

            Music   

In music class we are playing xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels.  So much fun! 

The “Surfside Singers” sang the National Anthem at the Orlando Solar Bears Game on Saturday, 

March 2nd at the Amway Center. 

The Beginning and Intermediate Orchestra students will be performing at ZON Senior Center on 

March 13th at 10:15 a.m. 

The Surfside Backyard BBQ is on Saturday, April 27th.  The students in grades K-3 and chorus will 

be singing at 11:00.  Hope to see you there! 

Healthy Holiday Snacks 

St. Patrick’s Day  - Make it a “Green Day” 

 Serve kiwi (cut in half and serve with a spoon) 

 Have cucumbers, celery sticks, broccoli, sugar snap peas, green beans, or green peppers with 
hummus or low-fat ranch dressing. 

 Serve whole grain tortilla chips with guacamole 



    Media Center: 

Hello from the Media Center!  This month we are finishing up green 
screening for 3-6th grade classes. The students are researching a 
state of their choice and get to report it in a movie style manner and 
then choose a green screen background to coincide with their state. 
Please ask them about this really cool project!   

Yearbooks will be going on sale in March so please look for a flyer that 
will be coming home with that information!   

Skate night is March 28, and this month’s theme is twin night!!  Dress 
like your twin and come skate the night away with Mrs. Herman and 
Coach Lyons! 

        PE:  

During PE class students will play invasion games that involve chasing and flee-
ing.  We will be focusing on basic offensive and defensive strategies while playing 
a variety of sports and activities.  Working together as a team will still remain 
the number one focus.   

Countdown to Fitness 

 Students should be tracking their miles now! 

 Miles at PE, Morning Mile, Running Club, sport practice or home all count! 

      Prizes can be collected from Coach before 8:15 

Jog-a-Thon Color Run Information 

Permission Slips are due March 8! 

COLOR RUN - Thursday, March 14, during activity time 

WHITE SHIRTS ARE REQUIRED 

Students should be collecting pledges and donations 

Prizes for all who raise at least $10 

Parents can sign up with your child’s teacher to mark lap cards  

Thank you for supporting our school! 

**Skate night is Thursday, March 28, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.   

                    The theme is Twin Night!!!** 


